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CARE PACKAGE POLICY – 0 - 4 YEARS
Effective from: September 2025
We are pleased to offer fully funded Free Early Education (FEE) places in line with statutory guidance and the Kent Provider Agreement. These places are provided completely free of charge, with no obligation for parents to pay for additional services or care packages.
[bookmark: what-opt-in-means]WHAT “OPT-IN” MEANS
Parents can purchase all extras together through our optional Care Package. By choosing this option, all extracurricular activities are provided at no additional cost.
“Opt-in” means that parents may choose to purchase additional items or services alongside their free entitlement. Parents are under no obligation to opt in. Parents may also choose to supply meals or hygiene items themselves to avoid charges. 
If you are in receipt of EYPP and FF2, all consumables and non-consumables are free for 15 hours of funding, including our extra-curricular activities. Our aim is to be an inclusive setting.
If you are struggling to commit to payments, please let us know and we will do our best to accommodate.
ADDITIONAL BENEFITS WHEN YOU OPT IN
· Extra-curricular activities and trips are included at no additional cost if you are opting in to pay for the full consumables package for your children. Please see table below.
· [bookmark: meals-and-lunch-provision]If you choose to opt out of the optional full care package, your child can still attend the extra-curricular activities, but an additional cost will apply. Please see table below. 
MEALS AND LUNCH PROVISION
[bookmark: optional-services-charges]Cooked lunches are included within the optional full care package charge and daily fee. Choosing a cooked lunch is optional. Parents who prefer to provide a packed lunch must ensure it follows our Healthy Eating Policy (available on request).










OPTIONAL CARE PACKAGE PRICES 0 – 3 YEARS
Parents can purchase all extras together through our optional Care Package. By choosing this option, all extracurricular activities are provided at no additional cost.
	Session Type
	Included Extras
	Total optional Care Package Charge

	Morning 4h (8am–12pm)
	Breakfast, Snack, Nappies, Wipes, Cream & Suncream
	£13

	Half Day (AM/PM)
	Breakfast, Snack, Lunch, Nappies, Wipes, Cream & Suncream
	£16

	School Hours (8am–4pm)
	Breakfast, Lunch, 2 Snacks, Nappies, Wipes, Cream & Suncream
	£21

	Full Day
	Breakfast, Lunch, Tea, 2 Snacks, Nappies, Wipes, Cream & Suncream
	£25


Note: Parents can either select individual extra listed below, purchase the optional care packages listed above or access the sessions without the additional extras.
OPTIONAL SERVICES & CHARGES
Parents may choose to opt into any of the following individually priced extras. These are voluntary and not a requirement for accessing free childcare hours.
	Optional Item
	Cost per session

	Breakfast
	£3

	Lunch                                                  
	£5

	Cooked Tea
	£4

	Morning/ Afternoon Snack
	£3

	Nappies
	£3

	Wipes
	£2

	Nappy Cream & Suncream
	£2


[bookmark: extra-curricular-activities]Parents may select any combination of items, or none at all.
OPTIONAL CARE PACKAGE PRICES 3 – 4 YEARS
Parents can purchase all extras together through our optional Care Package. By choosing this option, all extracurricular activities are provided at no additional cost.
	Session Type
	Included Extras
	Total optional Care Package Charge

	Morning 4h (8am–12pm)
	Breakfast, Snack, Wipes, Cream & Suncream.
	£12

	Half Day (AM/PM)
	Breakfast, Snack, Lunch, Wipes, Cream & Suncream
	£17

	School Hours (8am–4pm)
	Breakfast, Lunch, 2 Snacks, wipes, Cream & Suncream 
	£21

	Full Day
	Breakfast, Lunch, Tea, 2 Snacks, Wipes, Cream & Suncream
	£25


Note: Parents can either select individual extra listed below, purchase the optional care packages listed above or access the sessions without the additional extras.



OPTIONAL SERVICES & CHARGES
Parents may choose to opt into any of the following individually priced extras. These are voluntary and not a requirement for accessing free childcare hours.
	Optional Item
	Cost per session

	Breakfast
	£5

	Lunch                                                  
	£5

	Cooked Tea
	£4

	Morning/ Afternoon Snack
	£4	

	Cream & Suncream
	£1

	Wipes 
	£2



EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Each extra-curricular activity is optional and individually priced so parents can decide if they wish to purchase:
	Activity
	Cost per Session
	Day / Time

	French
	£5
	Monday mornings

	Yoga
	£5
	Monday mornings

	Football
	£5
	Tuesday mornings & Friday mornings

	Dance
	£5
	Wednesday mornings

	Rugby
	£5
	Friday mornings

	Music
	£5
	To be scheduled

	Science Projects
	£5
	To be scheduled

	Special Occasion Celebration Activity
	£5
	To be scheduled

	Educational Trips
	£5
	To be scheduled


[bookmark: notice-periods]If you choose to opt out of the optional care package, your child may still attend and participate in activities, but you will be charged the individual session cost listed above. A written agreement for the optional care package can be provided upon request if you wish to opt in for extra activities, even if you are opting out of the full package. If you are experiences financial difficultly, please speak with the Office team.






FREE EARLY EDUCATION FUNDED SESSIONS
 
We provide Free Early Education (FEE) places completely free of charge between the hours of 8am - 6pm, 8am-4pm, 8am -1pm, 1pm - 6pm, 8am -12pm.
Parents also have the option to purchase additional hours or services if they wish, but this is entirely voluntary and not required to access their funded hours.
We offer free early education either:
 
Term-Time Only (38 weeks)
Depending, if your child is eligible for 15 or 30 hours the following breakdown is applicable: 
Up to 570 hours (please note 15hrs x 38 weeks equates to 570 hours) this is for children who are accessing Universal hours or FF2 only
Up to 1140 hours (please note 30hrs x 38 weeks equates to 1140 hours) – this is for children who are accessing the working parent entitlement from 9months plus
Stretched Funding (48 weeks)
If you prefer your child’s funded hours spread across more of the year, stretched funding is available.
Depending, if your child is eligible for 15 or 30 hours the following breakdown is applicable:
Up to 570 hours (please note 12hrs x 48 weeks equates to 576 hours and so will be capped at 570 hours) this is for children who are accessing universal hours or FF2 only
Up to 1140 hours (please note 24hrs x 48weeks equates to 1152 hours and so will be capped at 1140 hours – this is for children who are accessing the working parent entitlement from 9months plus
 
Because both stretched options go slightly over the yearly allowance, families can choose to:
Pay for the extra hours or not attend the final session(s) at the end of your child’s funding year to avoid any charges.
 
Eligibility for Free for 2 and working parent entitlement can be checked on the Best Start in Life website: https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk
Funding Options for Eligible Children:
 
·       30 hours Working Parents Entitlement – for children 9 months+ to 3 years
·       15 hours Free for 2 – for eligible 2-year-olds
·       15 hours Universal Funding – for all 3- and 4-year-olds
     ·       15 hours Working Parents Entitlement – for eligible 3- and 4-year-olds






DEPOSIT AND REGISTRATION FEE
Deposits
A deposit is required to secure your child’s place and must be paid upon registration.
· £100 for placements starting in under six months
· £200 for placements starting after six months
Exemptions and Refunds:
· FF2 children are exempt from the deposit charge.
· For fully funded children, the deposit will be refunded after six weeks or at the end of the half term, whichever occurs first.
· For partially funded children, the FEE portion of the deposit will be refunded after six weeks or at the end of the half term  and the remainder will be taken off the child’s last invoice before they leave the setting (for instance if your child attends 50 hours and 30 of them are FEE hours then 60% of the deposit will be refunded after six weeks or at the end of the half term  and the remainder when the child leaves.
· Non-funded children a deposit is not required only registration fee. 
Registration fee
· For non-funded children, a registration fee of £100 is required on registration of your child, this is not refundable.

NOTICE PERIODS
A four-week notice period applies only to additional hours and services purchased outside the Free Early Education and Childcare entitlement. No notice period is attached to the free hours.
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